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INHABITANTS 


OF THE 


Pariſh of MakxTock. 


Toe more readily com- 
ply with your Requeſt 
of making this Sermon 
Al publick; becauſe, not- 
| withſtanding the many 
nile Diſcourſes upon all other, 
there is not one that I know of, pub- 
led upon this Kind of Charity. © 
A 2 
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DEDICATION. 
The Reaſon, 1 ſuppoſe is, leſt they 
| that preach the Goſpel, ſhould be 
thought preaching themſelves; and 
yet may not this as well be laid to the 
Charge of St. Paul himſelf, who eſta- 
bliſhes the Divine Right of a ſuff- 
caent Maintenance for the Miſtry © 
But this Authority, how great and 
good ſoever it ts, I have no Occa ſion to 
make Uſe of; it being not for the Aug- 
mentation of the Vicarage, but of the 
Chapelry, you were asked ; and this 
you readily came into, long before this 
Sermon Was preached in your Ears; 
IC that with Reſped to you, it 15 ths 
exhortatory, but commendatory. 
And I was willing to make the moſt 
publick Acknowledgment I could, « - 
that of your own accord, it bout 


any Words of Exhortation from the 


Publick, you were ready, you were 


forward to ſubſoribe, io promote |» 
I IP good 
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good a Work, - = - that of your own 
Strength, in a great Meaſure, with- 
out much foreign Aſſiſtance, you have 
compleated it; - - that the Deſign 
you propoſed, and the Motives which 
induced you to it, was, that every 
Sunday in the Tear, two Sermons in 
the Church, and one in the Chapel 
might never be wanting. 

T would alſo hope, that whilſt 1 
ſpeak this to your Praiſe, 1 may 
per ſuade others to go and do like- 
wile. 

And whilſt I praiſe you in this, I 
would exhort you to join with me in 
the grateful Acknowledzyment of the 
Favour and Goodneſs of t boſe wort by 
Bene factors, who have aſſiſted you in 
the Augmentation of the Chapelry, 
and without your Aſſiſtance, have aug- 
mented tbe Vicarage alſo; - « more 
eſpecially, ſhould I tell you; I ſhould 

tell 
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tell it to the World alſo ; how great 
Things the firſt and chiefeſt of them 
all, hath done for you; for inaſ. 
much as he hath done it unto your 
Church and Minifters, he hath done 
it unto you. [he Reverend Mr. Cook 
of Thorncomb, Devon, who gave 
Riſe to both Augmentations; he looking 
upon it as little or no Charity, to 

give what cannot any longer be enjoyed, 

or taken away ; defers not until Death 
to be charitable : Bus in Time of 

Health and Strength, is glad to give, 

and by his Example, as well as by his 

Preaching, perſuades others, to lay up 

in Store for themſelves a good 

Foundation againſt the Time to 

come : He confines not the Good he 

does to the Pariſh he is in; but ſeeks 
out for fit Objects, and proper Op- 
portumties ; and prefers this Method 
to all others of doing Good : Looking 


upon 
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upon poor Livings, and his poor Bre- 
thren the Miniſters of them; as the 
firſt, the chief Objects of bis Charity. 
He therefore unſought, unasked, un- 
cpected offers an Hundred Pounds 
towards the Augmentation of this 
large Pariſo; if 1 by any M cans, 
can raiſe the remaining Sum, nor 1s 


this the only Laving that owes its * 


mentation to him. 
Be pleaſed therefore to join with 
me, not only in Thanks to, and Praiſe 
of him, and the reſt of our Benefa- 
Gors ; but in praiſing God for them ; 
in alſo praying unto God for them ; 
that he would be pleaſed to remember 
for Good what they have done for 
what they have done for the 
Houſes of our God, (in which we 


aſſemble ourſelves together) and for 
the Offices, and Miniſters thereof. 


And 
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And Hall think myſelf happy, 
if by any Means, I may provoke | 
others to Emulation; if from what 
others have done for 5, you have done 
for your ſelves, and I bave ſaid to 
you upon this Occaſion, there may but 
one Pariſh, or even one Perſon, be 7 
| prevailed on, to follow the good Ex. 

| ample that is ſet before them. 


. 
1 
1 


I am, ; 
My dear Brethren, | | 
Your affectionate | 
And faithful Paſtor, || * 


J. BOWYER. 


NEREMIAH xXili. 14. 


Remember me, O my God, concerning 
this; and wipe not out the good 
Deeds, that 1 bave done, for the 
Houſe of my God, and for the Of- 
fices thereof. 


© FRAY MON G other Corruptions, 
„that grew up in Feruſalem, 

Lf == Wl during the Ablence of Nebe- 
niab from it, one eſpecially 
to be taken Notice of, was 
of the carrying on the daily 
“ Service of the Houſe of God, in ſuch a 
« Manner as it ought: For the Tithes 
c which were to maintain the Miniſters 
“ of the Temple, in their Offices and Sta- 
“tions; being either embezzled by the 
6 High Prieſts and other Rulers under 
him, or elſe ſubſtracted by the Laity, and 
not paid at all; for want of them, the 
& Levites were 2 from the Temple 
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c and every one to his own Home, there 
« to look for Subſiſtence ſome other Way. 
« This Abuſe the Governor, whoſe Piety 
e led him always to attend the publick 
& Worſhip, could not be long without ta- 
„king Notice of; and when he had obſer- 
« ved it, and throughly informed himſelf 
« of the Cauſe ; he foon provided "a ef 
« fectually for its Remedy. For he forth- 
ce with made thoſe Dues to be again brought 
into the Treaſury of the Temple, and 
« forced every Man faithfully and fully to 
« pay them; whereby a Maintenance bein 
& again provided for thoſe that attended the 
« Service of the Houſe of God; all was 
« there again reſtored to its priſtine Order: 
4 And he alſo took Care that the Sabbath 
« ſhould be duly obſerved, and made many 
« good Orders for the preventing of the 
« Profanation of it, and cauſed them all to 
„ be effectually put in Execution. 

This Account of Doctor Prideaux, ( ſub 
Anno 425.) is confirmed by the Context: 
For thus we read ver. 10, 13. And I per- 
ceived that the Portions of the Levites had 
not been given them For the Levites and 
the Singers that did the Work of the Houſe 
of the Lord, were fled every one to bis 
Field. ; 
Then contended I with the Rulers, and 
ſaid, Why is the Houſe of God forſaken / 
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And I gathered them (the Levites ) together, 
and ſet them in their Places. Then brought 
all Judah the Tithe, and I made Treaſurers 
over the Treaſuries, they were counted 
Faithful, and their Office was te diſtribute 
unto their Brethren. 

Again ver. 15, 22. In thoſe Days I ſaw 
in Judah, ſome treading Wine-preſſes, on 
the Sabbath, and loading Aſſes, - -- then 1 
contended with the Nobles, and commanded 
the Levites to ſanftify the Sabbath, 

The preventing the Profanation of the 
Sabbath, the reſtoring to the Levites, rhe 
Fhings that were the Levites, the Tithes 
which had by Fraud or by Force, been kept 
back from them : - And to God the Things 
that were Gods ;, his Worſhip and Service, 
which had, by Reaſon of the Poverty of 
his Miniſters, been negle&ed, or interrupt- 
ed; are the good Deeds which gave Nehe- 
miah Confidence towards God, and which 
he here prays him not to wipe out, but to 
remember. 

How like to this Caſe of the Ferws, was 
that of this Church and Nation; when thro 
the great Number of Impropriations, (thoſe 
Reliques of Popery, which, inſtead of being 
reformed, were rather confirmed and eſta- 
bliſhed at the Time of the Reformation) 
and other Ways and Means of Alienation, 
The Portions of the Parochial Clergy were 
B 2 nor 
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not given them; and by this Means, many 
Houſes of God in the Land were forſa- 
ken, and ſeldom or never Divine Service per- 
formed in them, It pleaſed God, to put it 
into the Heart of our late moſt gracious So- 
vereign Queen Anne, to prevent, as far as 
it was poſſible, and in her lay, this ſore 
Evil; for though the could not, as Nehe- 
miah did, compel all to bring in the Tithe of 
the Corn, &c. yet ſhe readily reſtored what 
was in her Poſſeſſion; and with it made and 
ſettled a perpetual Fund, for the Augmen- 
tation of ſmall Livings. 

This, though one of the greateſt Acts of 
Benevolence that ever the Church received 
from the Crown; yet not being ſufficient 
of itſelf, they who were counted faithful, 
and whoſeOffice it was to diſtribute unto their 
Brethren, in their great Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, found out a Way, not only to increaſe 
and multiply, but to accelerate and haſten 
thoſe Streams that flow'd from the Royal 
Bounty ; it others alſo, who are piouſly and 
charitably diſpoſed, will ſuffer ſome of 
their Benefactions, to run into the ſame 
Channel; then not only future, but the 
preſent Generation may be watered and 
refreſhed thewith. 

Zo that this Treaſury is not only in itſelf 
a great and perpetual Fund, buta Foundation 
ot an Encouragement to yet more and more 
Donations; 
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Donations; ſome already have, many more 
hereafter, may be provoked to imitate this 
_ glorious Example. They that are rich, to 

caſt in of their Abundance ; and they that 
are poorer, to caſt their Mites into this 
Sacred Treaſury, that no People may be 
ready to en for lack of Knowledge, and 
no Miniſters for lack of Bread. 
And they who do contribute to this 
good Work, if they offer willingly, with 
the ſame Uprightneſs of Heart with Nehe- 
miab, may with him alſo ſay, 

Remember us, O our God, concerning 
this, and wipe not out, &c. 


From which Words, I ſhall take Occa- 
ſion to ſhew, | 


Firſt, That to contribute towards the 
Maintenance of God's Worſhip and Ser- 
vice, and the Miniſters thereof, is a good 
Work, highly acceptable, and well pleaſing 
in the Sight of God; it is here ſaid to be 
a good Deed. 

And further, 


Secondly, The peculiar Excellency of 
this good Deed: In that, it is not only an 
Act of the higheſt Charity unto Man; but 
alſo of Piety towards God: It is done for 
rhe Houſe of God, and for the Offices there- 


7. 
F Thirdly, 


mY 
Thiraly, The great Encouragement we 
have tothe cheerful Performance of it, that 
God, of his infinite Mercy, will pleaſe not 
to wipe it out, but to remember it for good, 


Firſt, That this is a good Deed, and that 
it is the Duty of every one, as he has Op- 
portunity, and according to his Ability, 
to perform it, is evident not only from 
this, but other Paſſages relating to the 
Houſe, of God. 

Thus we read, 2 Chron.6. 8, The Lord 
{aid unto David, Foraſmuch as it was in 
thy Heart, to build an Houss for my 
Name, thou didſt well in that it was in 
thine Heart, | 

And according to this pious Intention, 
not only David himſelf, in the Upright- 
neſs of bis Heart, offered willingly 3000 
Talents of Gold, and 7000 Talents of re- 
fined Silver; but the People offered wil- 
lingly unto God with him. 

vw hen this Houſe, which was built by 
Solomon, was deſtroyed by Nebuchadnez- 
Sar; upon the Return from the Captivity, 
how zealous were the Fews in rebuilding 
it: The Leal of it, did even eat them up, 
when ſome ſhouted with a great Shout, and 
praiſed the Lord, becauſe the Foundation of 
the Houſe of the Lord was laid, Ezra 3. 12. 
And others wept with a loud Voice, * 

* a 
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it did not equal the former : And when at- 
terwards they grew a little more remiſs and 
careleſs, in the Proſecution of this great 
and good Work, how does God himſelf te- 
prove them for the ſame, by his Prophet 
Haggai, chap. 1. Is it Time for you, O ye, to 
dwell in your ceiled Houſes, and this Houſe 
lie waſte 2 - - - Build the Houſe, and I will 
take Pleaſure therein, becauſe of mine Houſe 
that is waſte : and ye run every one to bis 
own Houſe ;, therefore the Heaven over you 
is ſtayed from Dew, and the Earth is ſtayed 
from ber Fruit, ver. 4, 8, 9, 10. 

Such Zeal for God's Houſe have good 
Men always ſhewn; ſuch Expence have 
they laid out about it : Such Concern has 
God himſelf expreſſed for it; he promiſed a 
Bleſſing to thoſe who offered willingly to it, 
and threatned a Curſe to thoſe who negle- 
cted this Duty. And if they did well, who 
built and adorned an Houſe for the Name 
of the Lord, wherein the Blood of Bulls 
and Goats were offered: How much better 
do they who provide for Miniſters, wor- 
ſhipping God in Spirit and in Truth, and of- 
fering up ſpiritual Sacriſices, holy and ac- 
ceptable unto God, repreſenting the all- ſuf- 
ficient Sacrifice of Chriſt upon the Croſs. 

And as under the Law, ſo alſo in the 
Goſpel we read,. that our Saviour ſhewed 
the greateſt Concern and Zeal for the Tem- 
3 | | ple, 
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ple, in whipping the Buyers and Sellers out 


of even the Court of the Gentiles; and in 
commending the poor Widow for caſting in 
her two Mites to the Treaſury, for the re- 
pairing the Temple, and the providing for 
the Offices of it. 

And doth God and Chriſt tate Care 
7 the outward Building? Or are thoſe 

hings ſaid for our Sales? For our Sakes 
no doubt, thoſe Things are written, And 
For our Admonition, that we from hence 
might learn, how much it is our Duty to 
provide for the Divine Service that is per- 
formed in this Building, made with Hands, 
and the Miniſters thereof. 

For whether is greater, the Temple, or 
the Divine Service performed therein ; which 
ſanctiſieth the Temple? The Altar, or the 
ſpiritual Sacrifice offered thereon, which 
ſanttiſieth the Altar? 


the poor Widow upon this Occaſion, hath 
obviated an Objection, which they who 
are poorer, may be apt to make, that their 
Poverty excuſes them, from making any 
Contribution to the Maintenance of Divine 
Service, and the Miniſters of it: For if the 
poor Widow is commended by ourSaviour, 
for caſting in all that ſhe had, for preſent 
Supply, into the Sacred Treaſury, who 1s 
there, that can think himſelf altogether 
C ˙· 


And our Saviour by here commending 
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excuſed concerning this Matter? How much 
are they to be diſcommended, who make 
no Offerings to the Support of Religion, and 
the Miniſters. thereof. 

Again, our Saviour immediately went 
with the Elders of the Fews, interceding 
with him to heal  Centurion's Servant, 
when they aſſured him, that he was wor- 
thy for whom he ſhould do this, for he loved 
our Nation, and bath built us a Synagogue, 
Then went Feſus with them, Luke, 7. 4, 
5, 6. 6 | 

Teaching us hereby, that it is the 
greateſt Inſtance we can ſhew of our Love 
to his Church, to provide for the Miniſters 
of it; and that they are worthy of the Di- 
vine Fayour and Protection who do ſo. 

Bleſſed is he then that con ſidereth the poor 
and needy Miniſters of Chriſt : The Lord 
ſhall deliver him in the Time of Trouble, if 
with uprightneſs of Heart he offers wil- 
lingly. 

Again he commandeth, that where rhe 
Harveſt truly is great, but the Labourers 
are few, to pray therefore the Lord of the 
Havveſt, that be would ſend forth Labour- 
ers into his Harveſt, Luke 10. 2. 
And what we are to pray for, we are to 
endeavour after : So that this Command of 
our Saviour, does oblige thoſe who live near 
thoſe Churches or Chapels, which are in 
s C whole 
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whole or in part deſtitute of Divine Ser- 
vice, every or any Lord's Day; becauſe 


there is little or no Proviſion made for a 


Miniſter in them, as far as is poſſible, and 
in them lies, to contribute towards the 
Maintenance of a conſtant Curate, which 
can no other Way be ſo eaſily and effectu- 
ally done, as by caſting in their Gifts 
into this Sacred Treaſury. 

But there is no Occaſion of proving this 
Truth by Way of Inference: It is expreſly 
aſſerted, it is plainly commanded. 

Thus in general ; Honour the Lord with 
thy Subſtance, and with the firſt Fruits of 
all thy Increaſe, Prov. 3. 9. 

As all our Goodneſs which we can do; fo 
all the Honour which we can ſhew, extenderh 
not unto God; we can no otherwiſe Ho- 
nour Him by our Subſtance and Increaſe, 
than by laying them out in providing for 


his Houſe, his Service, and his Miniſters; 


and he is pleaſed here to take our doing ſo, 
as an Honour done unto himſelf. 

More particularly he commands, ſaying; 
Take heed to thy ſelf, that thou forſake not 


the Levite, as long as thou liveſt upon the 


Earth, Deut. 12. 19. | 
How affe&ionately does God here take 
Care of the Levite, and require his People 
to take Care of him? by obliging them 
to it, out of a Principle of SclEIntereſt 
| —̃ | 
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The perpetual Care of him is expreſſed, as 
the raking heed to one's ſelf. 

And leſt we ſhould think this a Ceremo- 
nial Duty, we have here again our bleſſed 
Saviour expreſling himſelf in the ſame, or 
rather in a more moving Way, in Behalf of 
his Miniſters ; requiring Chriſtians to take 
Care of, and provide for them; and ma- 
king it their Intereſt as much as it is their 
Duty to do ſo. Speaking to the Apoſtles, 
he faith, He that receiveth you, receiveth 
me, Matt. 10. 40. And leſt this Privilege 
ſhould ſeem appropriated unto them, and 
no Care taken of his ſucceeding Miniſters, 
he adds, ver. 41, 42. He that receiveth a 
Prophet in the Name of a Prophet, receiveth 
a Prophet's Reward. And that by receiving, 
he means miniſtring unto them; he tells 
us, Ver. 42. and whoſoever ſhall give to 
drink unto one of theſe little ones, a Cup of 
cold Water, he ſhall in no Caſe loſe his Re- 
ward, i. e. if he provide for, or miniſter 
to him, not upon Account of any Perſo- 
nal Qualification that is in him; ſuch as 
Learning and Piety; nor of any Relation he 
bears to him; but meerly upon account of 
his Office, and becauſe of the Relation he 
bears to Chriſt, He who thus receives à 
Prophet, and accounts of a Miniſter of 


Chriſt, ſhall alſo receive his Reward, 
C 2 And 
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And can there be a greater Proof of this 


being a Duty, with which God is well 


pleaſed? Or a greater Encouragement to 
the Performance of it? 


No Wonder therefore the Apoſtles, even 


St. Paul himſelf, ſo frequently and earneſtly - 
inſiſts upon this Day 


man, or money'd Man, the great Obliga- 
good tion that hes upon him, to contribute more 


liberally to the Augmentation of poor Liv- 
1ngs, ſince he receives the ſame Benefit, but 
makes not the ſame Acknowledgment with 
the Owner of Land, 
To the ſame Purpoſe, is that of St. Paul 
to the Philippians, commending their Libe- 
rality to him. I have received of Epa- 
phroditus, the Things which were ſent from 
you, an Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice 
acce, table, well pleaſing unto God. My 
God ſhall ſupply all your Needs, according 
to bis Riches in Glory, by Chriſt Jeſus, 
Phil. 4. 18, 19. In what a Sublime Stile 
does he here ſpeak of the Philippians 
miniſtring to his Neceſſities ? Calling it an 
Odour, an Odour of a ſweet Smell ;, a Sacri- 
fice, a Sacrifice acceptable, and well pleafing | 
not unto Man, but unto God: And as if 
all this was not ſufficient, he does not pray, 
but promiſes in the Name of God, that He 
ſhall ſupply all their Needs according to his 
Riches in Glory. £ 
or 
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Nor ſhall we wonder that ſuch very ex- 
cellent Things are ſpoken of, ſuch very 
excellent Things are promiſed to this good 
Deed; if it appear, as it will appear, 

Secondly, That it is not only the higheſt 
Act of Charity we can ſhew unto Men, but 
alſo of Piety towards God; whatſoever 
we do forthe Houſe of our God, and for the 
Offices and Miniſters thereof. 

Many and various are the Ways and Me- 
thods of doing Good; which as we have, 
Ability, ſhould all be encouraged by us : 
And they who have Power, and alſo en 
Heart to give, will never want a proper 
Opportunity of giving. But ſtill, we may, 
I think, without any Diminution of other 
Kinds of Charity, ſay that this is the moſt 
excellent Way. 

For, firſt, they who contribute towards 
the Augmentation of the Maintenance of 
the poor Clergy, contribute to thoſe who 
moſtly want, and moſt deſerve our Contri- 
butions : I ſpeak only of thoſe whoſe Po- 
verty is owing to the very ſmall Proviſion 
that is made for the Cures they ſerve in; 
and very many ſuch we have in our 
Church and Nation. 

And thoſe, I ſay, moſtly want our Cha- 
rity ; for whilſt they labour in the Word and 
Doctrine, they alſo labour under the Pr eſ- 
ſure of Poverty and Diſtreſs; not ha- 
ving ſo much for their Service, as the Day- 


Labouxzer ; 
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Labourer; ſo that they are ready to periſi 
with Hunger; whilſt many hired Servants 
have enough and to ſpare. 

They moſtly deſerve our Charity ; for 
if we conſider the Manner, in which they 
have generally been brought up, and the 
Expence of their Education; Poverty to 
them is @ much ſorer Evil, than it is to 
thoſe, who have been poor from their Mo- 
ther's Womb: And they have a kind of 
Kight in Equity, to a more liberal Main- 
tenance. | 

It we conſider the Relation they ſtand in 
to Chriſt, being his Miniſters ; or the Ser- 
vice they do to Chriftians, ſhewing to them 
the Way, and miniſtring to them the 
Means of Salvation; or the general Expec- 
tations from them, of Hoſpitality and Cha- 
rity, more than from others: They ſhould 
ſurely be more amply provided for, and 
counted worthy of double Honour. 

It is the Apoſtle's Argument, Am I not 
an Apoſtle? IF we have ſown unto yort 
Spiritual Things, Ts it a great Thing, if we 
reap your Carnal Things? 

If further we are commanded to do good 
zmnto thoſe that are of the Houſbold of 
Faith, before all other Men: In the firſt 
Place then, ſurely, are we to do it to thoſe, 
whom the Lord bath made Rulers over his 
Houſbold, to give them Meat in due Seaſon. 

Many 
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Many, when they are urged to this kind 
of Charity? Are apt to ſay, why all this 
Expence upon the Clergy, what is laid out 
upon them, had been much better given to 
the Poor. 

Our Saviour, by not only excnſing, but 
commending Mary's anointing his Body zo 
the Burial, and even preferring it to her do- 
ing good to the Poor; and by commending 
the poor Widow for caſting her Mite into 
the Treaſury, hath ſufhciently obviated this 
Pretence, and taught us, that Acts of Piety 
are ſometimes to be done, before Acts of 
Charity; more eſpecially thoſe Acts of 
Piety, which immediately promote the 
Glory of God, and his Service. 

But be it ſo; that giving to the Poor, did 
excel all other Kinds of Charity: It is the 
Cauſe of the Poor, the poor Clergy only, we 
are now pleading ; and they who are poor, 
do not ſurely ceaſe to be the Objeas of the 
Chriſtian's Charity, becauſe they are the 
Miniſters of Chriſt. 

2. TheAugmenting of poor Cures (where 
Divine Service is either wholly, or in 2 
great Meaſure neglected becauſe there is 
little or no Proviſion made for Miniſters to 
officiate in them) is the moſt excellent May 
of Charity; becauſe it relieves not only 
the Clergy, but the Laity alſo: Even thoſe 
# ants of the Laity, which ſhould in 555 
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firſt Place be relieved, their Spiritual Wants 
and Neceſſities. 


« We may juſtly obſerve, ſays Doctor 
Clarke, (Boyle's Lectures, P. 2. Prop. 5.) 
e the exceeding great Uſe, and Neceſſity 
« that there is of eſtabliſhing an Order and 
« Succeſſion of Men, whoſe peculiar Office 
% and Employment it may be, to teach 
« and inſtru People in their Duty; to 
&« preſs and exhort them perpetually to the 
« Practice of itz and to be Inſtruments of 
«« conveying to them extraordinary Aſſi- 
ce ſtances for that Purpoſe. To which excel- 
* lent Inſtitution, the right and worthy 
& Notions of God, and his Divine Perfe- 
« ions, the juſt Senſe and Underſtanding 
« of the great Duties of Religion, and the 
« univerſal Belief and due Apprehenſion of 
« a future State of Rewards and Puniſh- 
& ments, which the generality of the 
% meaner, and more ignorant Sort of Peo- 
„ ple among us, are now poſſeſſed of, is 
« manifeftly and undeniably owing, 


La 


And in Fact we ſee, that where thoſe 
Men, whoſe Office it is to do theſe Things, 
are wanting, Ignorance and Wickedneſs 
doth much more abound, _ 
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Here the Lord's Day is prophaned, and 
the Prophanation of the Lord's Day is the 
beginning of all Evil. 

The Houſe of God is forſaken, and every 
one runs to his own Houſe, or to Houſes 
where they ought not. BIN 

Here the People wander about as Sheep 
having no Shepherd, or elſe they follow af- 
ter thole which ſay they are true Shepherds, 
and are not, but preach without being ſent ; 
or elſe they live, as it were, without God 
even in the Chriſtian World; ſeldom or 
never worſhipping him in Publick, or hear- 
ing his Word; ſo that they labour under 
the worſt kind of Famine, the Famine of 
the Word of God, and are as ignorant and 
fooliſh, as the Beaſts before them. 

Do not they therefore, do the greateſt 
Good, who endeavour to prevent or remove 
theſe, the greateſt of Evils? and to relieve 
thoſe who are in ſuch a Condition; who are, 
and yet know not, that they are wretched,and 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked ? 
As much as the Soul excels the Body, 
and Time is exceeded by Eternity; ſo much 
doth this kind of Charity excel, which 1s 
employed in providing for the Worſhip of 
God; and the Inſtruction of the People: 
and they who exerciſe themſelves in it, do 
as much as in them lies, become inſtrumen- 
tal in turning many 25 Righteouſneſs ;, 

in 
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in delivering from Death, not the Bodies, 
but the Souls of their Brethren. 

And this Way of ſettling a perpetual 
Maintenance upon the poorer Clergy, hath 
this peculiar Advantage attending it, with 
Reſpe& both to Clergy and Laity; That 
it in a great Meaſure, delivers the for- 
mer from the Temptation of ſeeking to 
pleaſe Men, and being afraid to diſpleaſe 
in the Diſcharge of their miniſterial Duty; 
which they, whoſe Maintenance 1s preca- 
rious, and dependent upon the Will and 
Pleaſure of their Hearers, are more expoſed 
* This is chene. 80 And to the latter, it 
ſon given in the may be the Occaſion of ha- 
A of Parliament, vying the Word of God, more 


2 faithfully preached, and all 


of the Governors other Sacred Offices more 
_ ny * conſcientiouſlyperform' dun- 
to them: and they not ſo 

much expoſed to the Danger of being ſedu- 
ced, by having it ſaid unto them, Peace, 
| Peace, 


And whereas a ſufficient ſettled Pꝛobillon fo2 the 
Clergy, in manp Pazrs of this Realm, Hath never pet 
been made, by reaſon whereof, divers mean and ſtipen⸗ 
dazp Pzeachers aze in many Places, entertained to 
ſerve the Cures, and officiate there, who depending foz 
their neceſſazy Maintenance, upon the Good⸗ will and 
Liking ok their Heazers, habe been, and aze thereby, 
under the Temptation ok too much compl ping, and 
luiting their Doctrine and Teaching to the Yumonrs, 
rather than to the Good of their Heazers, which hath 
been a gzeat Occaſion of Faction and Schilm, and 
Contempt of the Miniſtry» 
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Peace, when there is no Peace, and ſo be 
ſuffered to go on in their own 4 3, and 
to follow their own Inventions, without be- 
ing warned of their Sin, and the Ruin that 
attends it. 


3- A third Reaſon, which may be given 
for the Preference of this Way of doing 
Good 1s, that it is not only an A& of the 
greateſt Charity we can ſhew unto Man, 
but alſo of the higheſt Piety we can do un- 
to God. 

It is the diſcountenancing Wickedneſs 
and Vice, and the diſpelling of Ignorance 
and Error; the preventing of Immorality 
and Infidelity, of Hereſy and Schiſm; and 
the promoting of true Religion and Virtue 
in the beſt Manner that a private Chriſtian 
is capable of doing theſe Things. 

It is ſhewing the greateſt Regard that Man 
can ſhew unto God, in every Thing that 
relates to him ; his Houſe, his Day, his 
Miniſters, his Worſhip and Service. 

It is true indeed, all the Honour we can 
ſhew, extendeth not unto God; but yet he 
is pleaſed to declare, that whoſoever off ereth 
him Thanks and Praiſe, he honoureth him. 
How much more doth he do ſo, who pro- 
videth for his publick Worſhip ? for he not 
only offers up Prayers, and Thanks, and 

D 2 Praiſe 
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Praiſe himſelf, but he encourages, and aſſiſts 
others alſo, to the doing of the ſame. 

He doth in the moſt direct and immediate 
manner, honour the Lord with bis Sub- 
ſtance: And this is doing more Honour un- 
to him, and ſhewing more Piety in our 
ſelves, than the honouring him with our 
Lips, and bowing our Knees before him; be- 
cauſe it is the moſt expenſive Duty, and ar- 
gues in us greater Love towards God, and 
greater Zeal for his Glory : And therefore 
it is the moſt excellent Way. 

4+ We {hall prefer this Way of doing 
Good, if we conſider that it is the leaſt 
liable to be miſapply*d and perverted. 

Nothing is a greater Diſcouragement to 
giving, or leaving any Thing to charita- 


ble Uſes, than the Abuſe of thoſe which are 


already given. | 2 

And yet this 1s only a Pretence, becauſe 
what we give, if we give it heartily, as 
unt the Lord, and not unto Men, or to be 
ſeen of Men, of the Lord may we expett a 
Reward, though it be abuſed by Men. 

But in this Caſe, here is not ſo much as 
room for this Pretence : For what we give, 
being put into the Hands of thoſe who are 
Faithful, and whoſe Office it is to diſtribute 
it to their Brethren ;, it is laid out for a perpe- 
tual Augmentation in Land; and then it is 

not 
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not 1n the Power of any private Man, or 
Corporations, to alienate, or to appropriate 
it to their own private Uſe: So that this 
Charity will never fail; never fail, it is to 
be hoped, in this World, of anſwering the 
pious Deſign of it; never fail, in the other, 
of receiving a greater Reward. For, 


5. Laſtly, there are the greateſt Promiſes 
made to this Way of doing Good; and there- 
fore it is doing the greateſtGood to ourſelves, 
as well as to others. 

It is true indeed, there are ſuch exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, made to A&s of Charity; that one 
would think all Chriſtians ſhould rather 
abound and exceed, than be deficient in the 
Exerciſe of them. | 

But the greateſt to this kind of Charity, 
even a Prophet's Reward; which is diſtin- 
guiſned from, and greater than that of 4 
righteous Man. 

And the Reaſon of this is plain and evi- 
dent: He who aſſiſts and maintains a Pro- 
phet, in the Performance of his Duty ; the 
Good He does, may, in a great Meaſure, be 
aſcribed to him, and therefore juſtly 1s he 
entitled to the Reward of it, even as he 1s 
Parraker of other Mens Sins, who aſſiſts, 
abets, and encourages the Commiſſion of 


them. 
But 
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Praiſe himſelf, but he encourages, and aſſiſts 
others alſo, to the doing of the ſime. 

He doth in the moſt direct aud immediate 
manner, honour the Lord with his Sub- 
ſtance: And this is doing more Honour un- 
to him, and ſhewing more Piety in our 
ſelves, than the honouring him with our 
Lips, and bowing our Knees before him; be- 
cauſe it is the moſt expenſive Duty, and ar- 
gues in us greater Love towards God, and 
greater Zeal for his Glory: And therefore 
it is the moſt excellent Way. 


4. We ſhall prefer this Way of doing 
Good, if we conſider that it is the leaſt 
liable to be miſapply'd and perverted. 

Nothing is a greater Diſcouragement to 
giving, or leaving any Thing to charita- 
ble Uſes, than the Abuſe of thoſe which are 
already given. 


And yet this is only a Pretence, becauſe 


what we give, if we give it heartily, as 
wnty the Lord, and not unto Men, or to be 
ſeen of Men, of the Lord may we expect a 
Reward, though it be abuſed by Men. 

But in this Caſe, hereis not ſo much as 
room for this Pretence : For what we give, 
being put into the Hands of thoſe who are 
Faithful, and whoſe Office it is to diſtribute 
it to their Brethren ;, it is laid out for a perpe- 
tual Augmentation in Land; and then it is 

not 
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not in the Power of any private Man, or 
Corporations, to alienate, or to appropriate 
it to their own private Uſe: So that this 
Charity will never fail; never fail, it is to 
be hoped, in this World, of anſwering the 
pious Deſign of it; never fail, in the other, 
of receiving a greater Reward. For, 


5. Laſtly, there are the greateſt Promiſes 

made to this Way of doing Good; and there- 
fore it is doing the greateſt Good to ourſelves, 
as well as to others. 
It is true indeed, there are ſuch exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, made to Acts of Charity; that one 
would think all Chriſtians ſhould rather 
abound and exceed, than be deficient in the 
Exerciſe of them. 5 

But the greateſt to this kind of Charity, 
even a Prophet's Reward; which is diſtin- 
guiſhed from, and greater than that of 4 
righteous Man. 

And the Reaſon of this is plain and evi- 
dent: He who aſſiſts and maintains a Pro- 
phet, in the Performance of his Duty ; the 
Good He does, may, in a great Meaſure, be 
aſcribed to him, and therefore juſtly is he 
entitled to the Reward of it, even as he 1s 
Partaker of other Mens Sins, who aſſiſts, 


abets, and encourages the Commiſſion of 
them. 
But 
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But this Conſideration comes more pro- 
perly under the | 


Third general Head of my Difcourſe, 
which is, the greatEncouragement we have 
to the chearful Performance of this Duty, 
that God will not wipe it out, but remember 
ic BY good, 

he good Man ſeems here to ſpeak with 
Aſſurance, as if he could demand a Re- 
ward, and it was due to him in point of 
Juſtice, What then, is there any Merit in 
good Works? No verily, for there is no 
Worthineſs in them; nor can a Man by 
them be profitable unto God. 

The Reward is only owing to the Good- 
neſs and Mercy of God, as Nehemiab fur- 
ther explains himſelf, ver. 22. Remember, 
and ſpare me, according to the greatneſs of 
thy Mercy. | 

Not but that in ſome Reſpect, it may be 
due in Juſtice; for God hath promiſed, and 
be is faithful and juſt to perform his Pro- 
miſe ; ſo that he is obliged by his Word to 
give, though Man by his Works cannot 
merit to receive. 

He then according to his gracious Pro- 
miſe, will remember theſe good Deeds for 
good, in this Life, and in that which is to 
conis. 


In * 
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In this Life, they who give unto the 

Lord, may expect that he will repay them; 
ſo much as is neceflary and convenient for 
them: And this 1s all that Chriſtians can 
expect; the Promiſes made to them, be- 
ing not like thoſe made to the Fews, of an 
Earthly, but of an Heavenly Kind; not ſbort 
and Temporary, but of eternal Duration 
only it may be obſerved of this Kind of 
Charity in particular, of miniſtring to the 
Neceſſities of the Miniſters of Chriſt, St. 
Paul does, as it were, promiſe for God, 
that even in this Life he would amply re- 
pay them what they had given to his Mini- 

| ſters; my God ſhall ſupply all your Needs 
according to his Riches, 

But, in the Life to come, is it, that the 
Chriſtian may with Cerrainty hope, that 
for thoſe and all other good Deeds, he fhall 
be abundantly, more abundantly rewarded, 

For the greateſt Reward in Heaven, the 
Prophet's Reward, is promiſed to this Act 
of Pzery and Charity. 

What then, is there any Merit in it, or 
is it truly Propitiatory? Will God, for the 
Sake of this alone, forgive us our Sins? Orif 
we perform this one Duty, excuſe us in the 
Neglect of all the reſt? No verily; God 
forbid, that any amongſt us ſhould enter- 
tain ſuch Thoughts concerning this * | 

What 
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What we may conclude, and the utmoſt 
of what we may conclude from theſe and 
the like to theſe Texts of Scripture, take in 
the Words of a great Man, now with God 
(Biſhop Smallridge*s Sermon, upon Heb. 13 
16.) © Although Acts of Charity, (this in 
« particular) cannot give us a rightful Claim 
to the Promiſes of God, and to the Par- 
« don of our Sins, excluſively of all other 
“Duties, yet that a particular and diſtin- 
% guiſhing Regard ſhall be had to them at 
« the Day of Judgment, and that ſuch li- 
« beral Promiſes are no where in the Goſ- 
<« pel made to any ſingle Duty. That 
although our Sins ſhall not be remitted to 
« us for our Charity, without any Repen- 
e tance, yet Acts of Charity when joined 
4 with Repentance, are of great Uſe to ren- 
« der it effectual, for procuringForgiveneſs,-- 
« That although Chriſt our Saviour is our 
« only proper Propitiatory Sacrifice, for 
« whoſe Sake alone our Sins will be par- 
de doned; yet Acts of Charity, performed 
« for the Sake of Chriſt, have through the 
« all-ſuthcient Merits of his Blood, a ſub- 


“ ordinate Efficacy towards procuring God's 


Grace and Favour, 


That though no ſuch Reward, no Re- 
ward at at all is in ſtri& Juſtice due, yet the 
greateſt Reward in Heaven is Prone 5 

| thoſe 
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thoſe, who to their ether Virtues and good 
Deeds, have added this alſo, of doing good 
unto the Houſe of the Lord, and the Offices 
thereof. 

And now upon the whole, we ſee the 
Super-excellency of this kind of Charity ; 
and what great Reaſon we have to preter 
this to all other Methods of doing Good : 
What great Encouragement we alſo have to 
the Performance of it; ſo that if we {till 
make light of it, when a proper Opportu- 
nity is offered us; it is to be feared, that the 
God of this World bath blinded our Eyes, 
and hardened our Hearts, 

If even here we begin to make Excuſe, 
Where can we want one ? If in this Caſe we 
will not, in what will we be glad to give, 
and ready to diſtribute? If neither the Po- 
verty of the Clergy, nor the Spiritual Wants 
of the Laity - It neither the Worſhip, the 
Service, the Glory of God; nor the Inte- 
reſt of his true Religion and Virtue : If 
neither our own Intereſt in this Life, nor 
our Happineſs in that which is to come ; if 
none of theſe Things move 1s, and we 
care for none FA theſe Things, how awelleth 
the Love of God, the Love of Man, nay 
the Love of ourſelves in us ? 

But as touching the miniſiring to the 
Houſe of God, and the Offices thereof, 1b 
ws ſuperfluous for me to preach to you ; . 
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T know the Forwardneſs of your Mind, for 
which I have boaſted, and I will boaſt of you 
to other Churches; that you have fo liberally 
ſubſcribed to promote the Worſhip and Ser- 
vice of God, not only in this Church, but 
in the Chapel belonging to it alſo: And 
may your Leal provoke many. 

That there may be never wanting Divine 
Service twice upon the Lord's Day in the 
former, and once in the latter, - - that no 
one may periſh for lack of Knowledge, but 
have the 2 God ee * 
ed to him, as the publick Prayers are offer'd 
up to God on the Lord's Day for him, and 
by him, - that the Miniſter of this large 
Pariſh, may have One to aſſiſt him, and the 
Inhabitants Two to aſſiſt them, in Time of 
Need; - -- that not only the Church and 
Chapel, but School alſo, may be the better 
provided for; and more Encouragement 
given to a worthy Man, who may be able 
to inſtruct your Children alſo; - - that 
theſe Bleſſings may be perpetuated to all 
ſucceeding Generations, without any fur- 
ther Expence to them. 

This is the great, the good Deſign you 
have engaged in, the pious, the charitable 
Work you have ſo liberally ſubſcribed to. 

That theſe are great and good Things, 


will be. owned by every one that has any 
Senſe 
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CP 
Senſe of Religion within him; - - that theſe 
Things could not be done without your 
generous Aſſiſtance, is no leſs certain and 
evident: And therefore ye have done well, 
excellently well, in ſo readily, ſo hand- 
ſomely promoting ſo good a Work: And 
to your Power, I bear Record, yea, and 
beyond your Power, ye were willing of your 
felves. 

So that, all the Evil that may be pre- 
vented ; all the Good that may be done by 
the Performance of that Divine Service, 
which had it not been for you, might ne- 
ver have been performed : By the Miniſlry 
of that Word, which without your Con- 
tributions, might never have been preached, 
may, under God, in a great Meaſure, be aſ- 
cribed to you; and you receive an Increaſe 
of Reward for the ſame. 

Your Regard to God-ward, and to Man- 
ward, may ſpread abroad through all the 
Churches. The preſent Generation, nay 
even Poſterity may praiſe your Doings; and 
the good Effects of them may laſt as long, 
as even the World itſelf laſteth, 

Only take Care that ye do this, that ye 
do all to the Glory of God : That there be 
no Spots in this, or any other of your 
Works of Piety and Charity; no ſpice of 
Vanity in them; that ye do not boaſt 

E 2 your- 
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yourſelves, or think that ye have done any 
thing more than 15 commanded; that ye 
till think that ye are unprofitable Ser- 
vants : But above all, that ye do not think 
that the Performance of this will excuſe 
vou in tie Omiſſion of other Duties; or 
1a the Commiſſion of any one known Sin. 
And let me in the laſt Place exhort you, 
that whilſt ye ſhew yourſelves ſo ready to 
promote the more frequent Performance of 
Divine Service by your Subſtance, ye would 
promote 1t by your conſtant Perſonal At- 
tendance upon every Part of it alſo; and 
ncver wilfully forſake the aſſembling of 
yourſelves together in the Houſe of God; 
when ye have an Opportunity of coming 
to it; - that ye would conſtintly and 
conſcientionſly come to Church, before 
Divine Service does begin, and behave 
yourſelves devouily, decently. and in Cr— 
der in it; --- that ye would not be for- 
getyul Rearers, but Doers of the Word; not 
prophane NepleGers, or unworthy Receivers 
of the Holy Sacrament ; but walk in all the 
Ordinances of the Lord, and walk in them 
blameleſs. 5 

In thort, that as you have imitated the 
Example of the Corinthians in a liberal 
Contribution to the Miniſtry; fo alſo ye 
would do as St. Paul fays they did; firſt 
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give your own ſelves unto the Lord. Preſent 
your whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body, 4 
living Sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, 
which 1s your moſt reaſonable, and moſt 
profitable Service. | 

And may the good God accept of this 

Sacrifice, which we have offered unto the 
Glory of his Name ; and of all the Sacrifi- 
ces of Prayers and Praiſes which may be 
the more offered up, through Means of this 
Miniſtration; may the Word preached 
through this Means alſo, be never wire 
in vain, but miniſter Grace to thoſe that 
hear it. 
May we all, whil we are doing this, 
do every Thing elſe to the Glory of God: 
And whilſt we are giving Glory to God, 
may we ſtudiouſly endeavour to promote 
Peace, Good-will amongſt Men; and this 
be a Means of uniting us together in the 
{tri&eſt Bonds of Love, both towards God, 
and towards Man, 

May all thoſe who have honoured the 
Lord with thei Subſtance, have the Pro- 
miſe made good to them in this Life, have 
their Barns filled with Plenty; be blefſed in 
their Basket, and in their Store, and in all 
that they have: And which is ſtill far 
better, be abundantly rewarded for the 
ſame, in That which is to come. 4 
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As it is my Heart's Deſire and Prayer, for 
all thoſe committed to my Care, that zbey 
may be ſaved ; ſo may Iſo preach, and you 
fo hear, I ſo watch over your Souls, and 
you ſo attend to my Watchingsz and both 
you and I ſo live, that we may both give 
up our Accounts with Foy, and not with 
Trembling. 

And when I ſhall be called hence, and 
he no more ſeen here; may neither you, 
nor your lateſt Poſterity, ever want Mint- 
ſters; who may conſcientiouſly anſwer the 
good Delign ye have accompliſhed; and ac- 
cording to it, promote the Glory of God, 


and the Good of this Pariſh. 


And do thou, O God, remember us, con- 
cerning this for Good; and wipe not out 
the good Deeds that we have done, for the 
Houſe of our God, and for the Offices 
thereof. 
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N Order more fully to an- 
| (wer the Deſign of the Pub- 
lication of this Diſcourſe, 
ind to prove the great Ne- 
ceſſity, as well as the great 
Piety and Charity recom- 
mended in it: It may not be improper, to 
give a ſhort Account of the preſent State of 
Poor Livings, - - how great their Number, 
and how ſmall their Value is: How many 
of them have already been Augmented, by 
the Governors of Queen Anne's Bounty; 
and from thence to make ſome Computa— 
tion, how many Tears, or rather Apes, it 
will be; before they can receive a ſufficient 

Augmentation. 
This 
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This may ſerve to obviate an Objection 
made by ſome, againſt any private Benefa- 
ctions to this Uſe, © That there is already 
& a publick Fund eſtabliſhed, ſufficient for 
„it:“ And ſhew not only the Reaſonable- 
neſs, but Neceſſi y of further Proviſion. 

And this being done, I ſhall then beg 
Leave with all the Submiſſion, and with 
all the Boldneſs of Speech, that becomes a 
Miniſter of Chriſt, to addreſs my ſelf to 
thoſe whom it more eſpecially concerns, to 
fee poor Benefices Augmented. 


The Number of Pariſhes are ſaid to 
— — — 9284 

Of theſe, there are Impropriated 
about 3500 

Appropriated — 345 


— L — 


Mr. Eon (“) tells us, that of theſe, there 
are Livings returned under 20 l. per Ann. 


— — — — 1216 
q Ditto 30 J. 2122 
Ditto 401. 3043 

Ditto 30 J. 3826 

Ditto 60 l. 4446 

Ditto 70 l. 4891 

Ditto 80 J. 5082 


Livings of 80 J. per Ann. and upwards 4098 
Charged with firſt Fruits and Tenths 
about 


Theſe 


{*) State of the Corporation, Ed. 22, p. 249. 
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Theſe were certified into the Exchequer, 
and publiſhed in the Liber Valorum, 1711. 


In the ſecond Review, (*) we have fur- 
ther more ſmall Benefices, Curarics, and 
Chapelries certified 1976 
ſo that the Sum Total of all the ſmall 
Benefices already given in, under 50 J. per 


Ann, 1s — 3826 
1976 + In all 5202, 


Of theſe, I find there are in the firſt Ac- 
count, Livings not exceeding 10 l. per 
Ann, — —232 

Ditto in the Second. 773 

Total of all the ſmall Benefices not ex- 
ceeding 10 l. per Ann, — —— — 1cog 

So great 1s the Number of poor Benefices 
wanting Augmentation, nay, of thoſe which 
are ſo Poor, as to want many Allotments 
of it. | 

Now in Order to avgment theſe. Bene- 
fices, the Tenths and Firſt Fruits are ap- 
propriated : “ And of theſe the Yearly In- 
* come (F) before the Diſcharge of poor 
© Livings from the Payment of them, at a 
« Medium of 20 Years, did amount to 
4 17,0col, per Ann, Of this Sum, the 

F « Tenihs 


— —v— 


(*) Vide ib p. 133. 
(+) Vide the Repreſentation of the Governors of Queen 
Anne's Bounty, in Efton's State, p. 107, 109. 
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* Tenths (which are certain and always 
* the ſame) were 12, 500 J. per Ann. after 
this Diſcharge, they were ſunk to about 
95 ol. and the Revenue of the firſt 
* Fruits is alſo fallen proportionably to 
* the Number of Livings diſcharged, 


Now ſuppoſe the Tenths and Firſt Fruits 
together, as they are at preſent, {Call the 
Incumbrances now being paid or taken off) 
to amount, Communibas Annis, to about 
12,0c01. per Ann. as I am informed they 
do. - - Suppoſe all this Sum to be laid out, as 
it comes in, augmenting the aboveſaid poor 
Livings with 200 J. to each Living Yearly, 
according to the Rules of the Corporation : 
There will be then 60 Livings auginented 
every Year, according to this Rule of Pro- 
portion : And conſequently it will be above 
96 Years before all the poor Benefices, (in 
Number as it appears 5802) capable of be- 
ing augmented, will receive even one 
Augmentation: 1, 152, ooo l. and ſomething 

more.. Suppoſe farther, all theſe Livings 
above-mentioned to be exactly 101. 201, 
Gc. per Ann. - - Suppoſe the aboveſaid 
Yearly Income to be thus laid out, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of any private Benefa- 
ctions. And ſuppoſe farther, that the 2co l. 
ſhould always purchaſe 101. per Ann, yet 
fill it will be 463 Years, before they will 
be 
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be raiſed to 60 I. per Ann. and many more 
than 5co Years, if it be conſidered that moſt 
of thoſe Livings here allowed to be 101. 
20 l. &c. are under the round Sum here ſet 
down: Some 2. 3. 41. Os. 12. 13. 14 J. 
& c. per Ann. - - If it be conſidered far- 
ther, that as the Intereſt of Money is now 
paid by the Corporation, 41. or 3 J. 105. 
per Cent. and the Value of Land increaſing, 
200 l. will not then raiſe the augmented Be- 
nefice 101. per Ann. fo that inſtead of Five it 
may very well be reckoned 6 or 700 Years 
before the Royal Bounty alone thus diftri- 
buted, will raiſe all the under-valued Liv- 
ings to 6ol. per Ann. and above 1000 
Years before it will augment them to an 
100 J. per Ann. which is not more than 
even many of thoſe who have not the great- 
eſt Reſpe& for the Clergy, have allowed 
not to be too large an Income for every one 
of them. 

This Proportion was allotted, even in 
the Times of Uſurpation, by that Ordi- 
nance for Preachers and Miniſters, enacted 
the 3th of Fune, 1649. EE 

It was alſo allowed to augment Vicarages 
not exceeding 100l. per Ann, Statute 
17 Car. II. cap. 3. | 

And that I have not exceeded in this 


Calculation, is farther evident, from what 
F 2 Mr, 
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Mr. Ecton tells us, (*) has been done hi- 
therto, even by the further Help Jf private 
B-netactions. * It will be the Work of 
« Ages, before all the ſmall Livings, enti- 
6 tied to the Augmentation, can receive 
* any Benefit or Share therefrom: And 
« of many Ages before the Income of eve- 
ry Living, will be ſo advanced, as to af- 
ford a Competency for a Miniſter, ſup- 
„ poling that Competency to amount to no 
* more thin 600. per Ann. to each Living. 
Further, he ſays, it will be 500 Years 
before all the Livings now under 50 1, 
per Ann, will be raiſed to 60 J. per Ann. 
ſuppoſing every Year there be the ſame 
Money diſtributed, as there has been for 
« three or four Years laſt paſt,” 


©. 
(c 
66 
Cc 


Which were the Years 1724, 5, 6, 7, (it 
being in the Year 1728, that the Book, in 
which he ſay: rheſe Things, was printed) 
and in theſe Years, according to his Ac- 
count, I find that in the Year 1724, were 
augmented 52 Livings; in 1725, 58; in 
1726, 49; in 1727, 38; by private Bene- 
factions in Conjunction with the Queen's 
Bounty. 5 1 0 

And the whole Number of thoſe that 
he gives an Account of in the ſame Book 
that were augmented from 1714, (the Year 

in 

(*) Preface to the 3d Edition of the Liber Felorum, 


in which Benefactions begun to take mw 

to the Year 1727 incluſively, by the Aſſi- 
ſtance of the publick Fund, and private Be- 
nefactions together, were 631 Livings : 
And ſuppoſing the like Number of private 
Benefactions, in the like Number of Years 
to be continued, it will be 119 Years, be- 
fore all the Benefices capable of receiving, 
can receive the Benefit of being once aug- 
mented by them. 

And now #f the Caſe of the Poor Livings, 
and of the Poor Clergy, be ſo; it is evident 
that the worthy Dean of Norwich, Doctor 
Prideaux, did not take too much upon him; 

when he propoſed their Caſe in the Year 
1706, to the farther Conſideration of the 
Parliament; and even then thought it high 
Time that the Legiſlature ſhould take his 
Matter into their own Hands; and find out 
Ways and Means, to augment the Queen's 
Augmentation, that ſo the preſent Genera- 
tion may reap the Benefit of it; and that 
there may not, for ſo many Ages ſtill for 
to come, be ſo many Labourers in the Lord's 
Vineyard deprived of their Hire; and ſo 
many Thouſands, even among Chriſtians, "41 
living, as it were, without God and Chriſt, ih! 
without knowing and worſhiping them as ll 


19 1 


they ought to do. 


Till 
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"Till this is done, it is to be prayed for, 
it is to be hoped, that there will always 
ariſe amongſt us, others like unto the Col- 
ftons and Godolphins, the Barons, ind the 
Gabfans (C) who, out of their Abundance, 
will caſt into this ſacred Treaſury; or who 
will make it their Buſineſs, and make Uſe of 
their Intereſt, to prevail upon others to caſt 
their Qrota into it alſo? - -- And every 
private Cariſtian, who has the Intereſt of 
Religion at Heart! will, as he has Oppor- 
unity, and according to his Ability, be glad 
to increaſe this Store for others, and there- 
by to lay up in Store for himſelf. 

But more eſpecially does this concern 
thoſe who live in Citics, or Market Towns, 
where their Miniſters are moſt meanly 
provided for. 

Should I aſſert, that they are obliged by 
Law, to pay the Tithes of the clear yearly 
Profits of their Trade, or at leaſt, ſome rea- 
fonable Compoſition for them ; which, con- 
ſidering the Extent, and Variety of Trade, 
is, perhaps, now become the only poſſible 


Medium. Though I might ſeem to them, 
a 


(% I find that Mr. Colſton helped to augment Forty 


Livings. 


Dr. Godolphin, himſelf 2C 

In ConjunRion with others 28 37 

Mrs. Bjrn, with others 16 2 
Alone ; 


Dioceſe 


alone E 75 
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4 ſetter forth of ſtrange Doctrine; yet I 
ſhould aſſert no more than what has been 
demonſtratively proved, by no leſs a Wri- 
ter than the late very learned and pious 
Dean () Prideauæx. 

And becauſe his Treatiſe upon this Sub— 
ject is in few, though it deſerves to be in 
all Hands; and what is ſaid by him, may 
have more Weight with every honeſt con- 
ſcientious Tradeſman : Give me Leave to 
obſerve from him, that he proves Perſonal 
Tithes to be ſtill due by the Law of the 
Land from two Acts of Parliament, in the 
Reign of King Henry VIII. A. R. 27. c. 20. 
and A. R. 32. c. 7. and from an Act of the 2d 
and 3d of Edward VI. which c{tabliſhes the 
Right of Perſonal Tithes, at the fame Time 
that it took away the Cath of the Tradeſ- 
man; which before he was obliged to take 
to the Truth of his clear yearly Gains a- 
bove all Expences, the Tenth of which, was 
paid for his Perſonal Tithes; if the Mini- 
ſter and Party concerned did not determine, 
as uſually they did determine, it by a Com- 
poſiti on | 

Having 


(*) The Title of the Treatiſe is, An award of K. Charles, 
I. ſhewing, that perſonal Tithes are ſtill due by the Law 
of the Land; and that there is a neceſſity of reſtoring or 
ſettling ſomething elſe in Lieu of them, for the Maintain 
ance of the Clergy, in the Cities and larger Towns of this 
Kingdom. In his Ecgleyaſtical Tradts, printed for 
X Knaplegck, 1716. 
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_ Having largely proved it to be Law, he 
then proceeds to prove it to be juſt and 
reaſonable. | 

1/t, That Perſonal Tithes ſhould be paid 
in Cities and Towns, as well as predial and 
mixed Tithes in Country Pariſhes ; other- 
wiſe there will be no eſtabliſhed Set- 
tlement at all in ſuch Places, for the main- 
taining of God's Miniſters, to ſupport his 
Worſhip : And they will be excuſed from 
paying any Thing to the publick Service 
of God, who are beſt able to pay. 

And to the Objection that voluntary 
Contributions are made in their Stead, and 
do as well, he anſwers firſt, theſe Contri- 
butions do fall very much ſhort of a Com- 
petency, which he eſtimates, 


Firſt, With Reſpe& to the Miniſter, that 
it muſt be ſufficient to maintain him in a 
Manner ſuitable to his Education and 
Profeſlion. 

2dly, With Reſpe& to the Honour and 
Intereſt of Religion, which 1s to be ſup- 
Ported by him: Now to put a Miniſter in 
ſuch a Condidon, as may enable him te 
ſupport Religion, it is neceſſary 


Firſt, That he maintain and hold up 
ſuch a Figure in the Way and Manner of 
his Living, as ſhall be agreeable to the 
Honour and Dignity of his Function. 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, That he have a Spirit and Vi- 
pour of Mind, ſuitable to his Work. And, 


Thirdly, That he keep ſuch an Autherj- 
ty among his People, as may make his Mi- 
niſtry effectual unto them for their Salva- 
tion. 


34ly, With Reſpect to the Poor, who 
are to be comforted and ſupported by him. 


4thly, With Reſpe& to the People, who 
are to be inſtruted and taken Care of by 
him: which requires a Sufficiency of Learn- 
ing; and this is not to be gained without 
great Expence. 


5thly, Wich Reſpect to the Charges of 


Living he muſt be at, in the Place where 
he 1s called, 


II. Theſe voluntary Contributions are 
liable to great Abuſes, and withdrawn upon 


the leaſt trivial Occaſion, or unreaſonable 
Diſguſt. 


III. They are prejudicial both to Church 
and State, in that they conduce to the nou- 
riſhing of Hereſy and Schiſm in the one, 
and Sedition and Rebellion in the other. 


IV. They are paid with great inequality. 
G 


. He 
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« He then proceeds to ſhew the Advan- 
% tages that would accrue to the Church 
© and State; how it will conduce to the 
* Reforming of the Nation, and the Im- 
«« provement of the Clergy in Learning and 
« Piety ; to have the Payment of Perſo- 


« 


0 


— 


nal Tithes reſtored; or in lieu of them, 
a Rate of 2 5. or 1 5. 6 d. in the Pound 
upon Houſes in Cities and Towns ; and 
« then laſtly addreſſes himſelf with all 
Boldneſs to the Parliament, ſhewing the 
* great Obligation that lies upon the Le- 
& piflature to interpoſe, and to reinforce 
« the Payment of Perſonal Tithes, or rea- 
© {onable Rents, upon Houſes inſtead of 

& them. 
But tho? it ſhould be granted, that the 
Law of the Land does not oblige Tradeſmen 
to pay the lenths of their clear Gain to the 
Maintenance of God's Worſhip and Mini- 
ſters, it is certain, that the Law of God 
obliges them to a ſufficient Maintenance of 
the ſame, 1 Cor. 9. 7. 11. 13, 14. Gal. 6. 
6, 7. Theſe, and other Texts, ſufficiently 
prove, if not the Divine Right of Tithes, 
yet the Divine Right of a competent Main- 
tenance, (and what this is, may be ſeen in 
the above-cited Treatiſe) and doth it not 
then unavoidably follow, (again to uſe 
the Words of Dr. Prideaux) “ that where- 
« ſoever ſuch a Maintenance is not provi- 
„ ded, there the Inhabitants of the Place 
cc all 
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« all live in a conſtant Breach of a Di- 
“vine Law? 

And it ſuch a Maintenance muſt (if 
there be any Regard due to the Law of 
God) be provided ; there is none ſo eaſy, 


none fo good a Way of doing it, as that 


which the Eſtabliſhment of this publick 
Fund, gives an Opportunity of providing. 

How eaſy is it for the Inhabitants of a 
large or rich Pariſh, in Cities and Market- 
Towns, by Contributions amongſt them- 
{elves, to raiſe the Sum of 200 J. and 
therewith to attract the Royal Bounty? 
The Expence would be ſo little, the Burden 
lo light, as not to be felt amongſt them; 
and this would further prevent the Expence 
of annual Contributions, and the many ill 
Conſequences that attend them. 

One would think then, that they who 
have any Regard to God, his Worſhip and 
Service, his Church and Miniſters, or his 
Law, fhould readily come into this Propo- 
ſal. 

And yet notwithſtanding the Reaſona- 
bleneſs, and Uſefulneſs, the Piety, and 
Charity of it, and the great Neceſſity of 
complying with it, there are many whom 
it does concern, who will begin to make 
Excuſe, 

And, amongſt other vain Excuſes which 
they make, will be apt to ſay within them- 
ſelves, (tho? this can be only ſaid by the 

| ; G 2 Inha- 


— 
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Inhabitants of Market-Towns, not of the 
Pariſhioners of the greater Cities) why ſhould 
we be at any Expence to maintain a Mini- 
ſter, when the Tithes of our Pariſh were 
originally given to this Uſe and Purpoſe? 
Let him, who has them in Poſſeſſion, give 
back part, or the whole, and then if there 
be any Deficiency, we will make up the 


ſame; till then, we pray you, bave us ex- 
cuſed. 


But muſt you ſubſtract the Perſonal, be- 
cauſe others retain the Predial Lithes from 
the Clergy? will others neglecting their 
Duty (ſuppoſing they do negle& it) excuſe 
you 1n the Negle& of yours? Nay, this 
is ſo far from being an Excuſe, that it is 
rather a further Reaſon for the Performance 
of this Duty; and therefore becauſe the 
Tithes, which were originally given to the 
Service of God, and his Miniſters, are by 
the Laws of the Land impropriated into 
Lay-Hands, and they who have them in 
Polſcſiion care not to let them go, therefore 
{ſhould they, eſpecially they who pay none 
of theſe Lithes, more liberally miniſter to 
him that teacheth them, in all their Goods 
becauſe otherwiſe they may have none to 
teach, or none fo fit to teach them. 

But yet would Lay Impropriators ſeri— 
oully conſider this Matter, they might per- 
haps think themſelves obliged in Law and 
Conſcience, toallow a ſufficient Maintenance 

| 10 
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to a Miniſter, officiating in that Pariſh where 
their Tithes ariſe. | 
That they are obliged in Law, might be 
proved by the Authority of many of thoſe 
who were well skilled in the Knowledge of 
it (*): It may be ſufficient to cite the Words 
of one, who is eminent for his Knowledge 
of the Law, as well as Divinity; (F) and 
is at preſent one of the greateſt Ornainents 
of the Bench he ſits on. 
Under this Obligation of inlarging and 
augmenting Vicarages, where needfal, 
were all Appropriations enjoyed, before 
the Diſlolution :? So that it is truly ſaid, 
* ---- The Power of the Biſhop augendi & 
minuendi the Portion of the Vicar is by 
Common Law -- Then come the Acts 
* of Diſſolution, and ſay, that the King ſhall 
enjoy to him and his Heirs for ever, 
all and fingular ſuch Monaſteries and 
Titles, in as large and ample à manner, 
as the Abbots held them ; and elſewhere, 
in the State and Condition that now they 
* are; and that the Takers from the King 
„ ſhall have and hold them, Cc. and ſhall 
“ have all ſuch Suits, Actions, Entries, in 
* like Manner, Form, and Condition; which 
Acts of Diflolution were grounded upon 
„ Sure 


© 


(*) Vide Biſhop Stillingfleei's Eccleſiaſtical Caſes, p. 290. 


mop Kennet, of Impropriations, p. 81, 246. Appendig 
| 


(+) Biſhop Gzbſon's Cedex, Vol, II. p. 751 
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« Surrenders made by the Religious into 


cc 
cc 


C6 


the Hands of the King, From whence it 
hath been argued with great Appearance 
of Reaſon, '14t nothing could come in- 


ce to the King's Hands, in virtue of the 
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Surren rs ef the Religious, but what 
Was .clrs, ---- That the moſt natural 
(© .cuction of the King's enjoying the 
ropriations in the ſame Manner, Form, 
a..4 State, as the Religious did, is, that 
he thall enjoy them with the ſame Limita- 
tions, Privileges and Burdens, as the Reli- 
gious did ;- - Thataccordingly it is grant- 
ed, that Exemption from Lithes can be 
enjoyed by the Grantees, only while the 
Lands remain in their own Hands, be- 
cauſe that Privilege which was granted to 
the ſeveral Orders, was not abſolute, but 
ſub modo, ſcil. quamdiu propriis manibus 
excoluntur, - - That becauſe Reparation 
of Chancels, Payments of Curates, Proxies, 
Synodals, Cc. reſted upon the Religious 
Appropriator, therefore they have always 
reſted upon the Lay-Impropriator : - - - - 
That by like Conſtruction, as the Reli- 
210us held theſe Appropriations, with the 
Charge of a competent Maintenance for 
the Vicars, at the Diſeretion of the Or- 
dinary ; ſo do the Lay-Owners hold their 
Impropriation with the ſame Charge, -- - - 
That the Meaning of the Parliament, 
was not ro deſtroy the Rights of other 


Men; 
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& Men; but only to ſuppreſs the Monks, 
« -- - - That in the ſeveral Acts of Diſlo- 
& lution, there are general Savings of Rights 
“e to all Bodies Politick, &c. and particu- 
6 larly of Portions, &c. which any may or 
« might have had, in or to the Premiſes, 
« or to any Part or Parcel thereof, in ſuch 
« like Manner, Form, and Condition, to 
& all Intents, Reſpe&s and Purpoſes, as if 
„ this Act had never been made, @*c. and 
« therefore that the Vicar having then a 
« Right to a Congrua Portio, (i. e. Part or 
“ Parcel, as the Statute ſpeaks) out of the 
« Rectory, to ſue the Abbot if he deny'd 
« 1t, and the Biſhop having a Right to aſ- 
« ſign ſuch Portion, and to enforce the Al- 
« lowance of it, by Sequeſtration, and other 
« Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure ; both the Biſhop 
« and the Vicar, have thoſe Rights reſpec- 
« tively preſerved to them, in the ſaid ge- 
« neral Savings. - - That if it be object- 
« ed, that theſe Clauſes of Reſervation of 
« Right, do not expreſly mention either 
ce the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop, or the 
“ Portion of the Vicar : The Anſwer is, 
« that neither do they mention the Repa- 
& ration of Chancels, or Payment of the 
4 Stipend of Curates; yet both theſe Bur- 
« dens, as having reſted upon the Religious, 
c paſſed from them to the King, and from 
“the King to the Grantees; that though 
+ they are now apply'd to other Ends and 
es, 
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Uſes, than heretofore they were, yet they 
retain the ſame Nature; and if it had 
not been underſtood, that after the Con- 
veyance into Lay-Hands, they {till re- 
mained Eccleſiaſtical Dues, they might 
have been recovered, as other Chattels, 
or Lay-Fees are, by Action of Debt, or 
otherwiſe at common Law, and there had 
needed no Act of Parliament to enable 
Men to ſue for them ; nor would the Re- 
medy have been given by the Spiritual, 
but moſt certainly in the Temporal 
Court. 

« Notwithſtanding this, it guſt be con- 
feſs'd, that nothing is more peremptorily 
delivered throughout the Books of Com- 
mon Law, than the contrary Doctrine, 
viz. that ſince the Diſſolution, all Im- 
propriations (at leaſt in the Hands of Lay- 
men) are become mere Lay Fees ; or In- 
heritances of a mere Temporal Nature : 
From whence they infer, that therefore 
all ſuch Poſſeſſions are entirely freed from 
the Spiritual Juriſdiction; and particu- 
larly, that the Ordinary hath no Power 
to make Augmentation of a Vicarage, or 
of any Rectory which is in the Hands of 
a Lay-Impropriator. 

« But the Statutes of the Land do no 
where call them Lay-Fees, (on the 
contrary they always ſpeak of them, by 
their old Eccleſiaſtical Names, Benefices, 
6 KC.) 


. 
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Kc.) and it is humbly conceived, that 
* in any Point which depends upon a writ- 


„ ten Law, there is no Force in a bare 
Name, impoſed at Pleaſure, further than 
the Name itſelf appears to be warranted 


« by the plain Language or Tenor of the 
Law. 


And if this Doctrine of the learned and 
judicious Biſhop be true, and Impropriators 
may be obliged in Law: Should not they 
then think themſelves obliged in Conſcience, 
to ſee that there be a ſufficient Maintenance 
for a Reſident Curate, in thoſe Places, where 
the Tithes they have in Poſſeſſion, do ariſe. 
For, whatſoever is, or may be pretended, 
with Reſpe& to Lands given to religious 
Houſes, here was no pious Fraud made Uſe 
of, in order to acquire Tithes ; no Supey- 
ſtition encouraged by the Continuance of 
them, in the Hands of the Clergy. - - A 
Miniſtry is of abſolute Neceſſity, to the Be- 
ing ofa Church: And it is highly reaſonable, 
and highly neceſſary, that Proviſion ſhould 
be made, and ſettled for the comfortable 
Support, and Maintenance of the Miniſtry. 
And accordingly, to this End were Lithes 
given, and for this Cauſe were they eſta- 
| bliſhed, by our Kings, and Princes, and 
Nobles, that they © be a ſtanding and 
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perpetual Proviſion for the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, even unto the End of theWorld. 

How then can Chriſtians ( for I ſpeak to 
them that know, and believe in the Goſpel 
of Chriſt ) entirely appropriate that to them- 
ſelves, without giving any Part of it to that 
Uſe, for which it was originally deligned ? 
And from which, according to the above- 
mentioned Doctrine, it is not even by Law 
excuſed. ER 

Should not they who have impropriated 
Tithes, or Tithe-free Eſtates, take Care 
that the Houſe of God be not in Whole, or 
in Part forſaken; becauſe that the Portion 
of the Levites, who ſhould officiate therein, 
bath not been given them, or ſuch a Portion 
as does not equal that of many hired Ser- 
vants ? 

Elſe may it not be ſaid unto them, Why 
have you robbed, not only the Miniſters of 
their Maintenance, but Him whoſe Mini- 


ſte rs they are, of his Tithes and Offerings? 


Yea, of his Worſhip and Service alſo, And 
his People of the Word and Bread of Life. 
And, if the officiating Miniſter has both 
in Law and Conſcience a Right to a better 
Maintenance, there is no Way of this be- 
ing done, ſo eaſily and effectually, as to fol- 
low the Example which the great, the good 
Queen Anne hath ſet them; and in Con- 


unction with her Bounty, to augment 
thoſe 
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thoſe poor Livings, in which the Tithes 
are impropriated. 

And to the Honour of our Nobility and 
Gentry, it muſt be acknowledged, and ac- 
cepted always, with all Thankfulneſs, that 
many of them, have out of their Abundance 
caſt into this Treaſury, and by their Means, 
many poor Livings have been augmented : 


But ſtill, What are theſe among ſt ſo great a 


Multitude? may God increaſe the Number 
of them. : 

Here again, they who are not ready to 
follow their Steps, will likewiſe begin to 
make Excuſe, and to ſay within themſelves, 
Let the rich, the dignify'd Clergymen, 
firſt conſider the Caſes of their poor Bre- 
thren : Let them augment all thoſe poor 
Livings, the Tithes whereof, are appropri- 
ated to themſelves, and then. - - - So apt 
are all Men, to throw the Duties incum- 
bent upon them, as well as the Faults that 
are found in them, from off themſelves, up- 
on others. 

In Anſwer to this, Biſhop Kennet ſaid in 
the Year 1704, There has in Truth, been 
more of this Charity performed, ſince the 
Reſtoration only, by Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, 
than by all other Patrons, and Proprietors 
whatſoever, ſince the firſt Reformation. 
Of this he produces the Examples in a Cafe 


of Impropriations, b 418, 
 H2 But 
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But what if there be ſome rich Prieſts 
and Levites, that can fee their poor Brother 
have need, and paſs by him without any 
Concern on the other Side; yet then the 
good Samaritan will not have the leſs, but 
the more Compaſſion on him, and rake the 
greater Care of him. | 4 | 

Yet it may not be ſaid that the Caſe 
of the Lay Impropriator, and the appro- 
priating Glergyman is the ſame, and they 
both under the ſame Obligation to make 
any Reſtitution, and to augment poor Liv- 
ings. 

Since. in the Caſe of the latter, there 
is no ſuch Alienation; Tithes were given, 


before Parochial Diſtricts were determined; 


that they hold theſe Things by Examples 


and they were originally given to the Bi- 
ſhop and his Clergy, to be by him diftri- 
bated to them in due Seaſon, 

Whilſt therefore he gives them to his 
Children, not to Strangers, Is not the origi- 
nal Defign of their Inſtitution anſwered? 
And does there feem ſo much room for Scru- 
ple and Objection? 

Sir Harry Spelman (V himſelf, ſeems to 
favour this Opinion: “ Happily, ſays he, 
„Lay Approprietaries comfort themſelves, 


of 


( De non T:merandis Eceleſiis, Sect. v7, 
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ec of Colleges, Deans and Chapters, Biſhops 
« of the Land, &c. Before I ſpeak to this 
« Point, I take it by Proteſtation, that I 
« have no Heart to make any Apology for 
& jt, For | with that every Man might 
« drink the Water of his own Well, eat the 
«« Milk of his own Flock, and live by the 


Fruit of his own Vineyard. I mean, that 


every Member might attract no ether Nu- 
e triment, but that which is proper to it 
& ſelf : Yet are they greatly deceived, that 
& draw any Juice of Encouragement from 
e theſe Examples; for all theſe are either 
“ the Seminaries of the Church, or the 


„ Husbandmen of the Church, or the Fa- 


« thers, and Nurſes of the Church; all de 


« Familia Eccleſiæ, and conſequently be- 
& Jong to the Care of the Church, and 


e ought therefore to be ſuſtained by it.” 


But ſtill, are not they alſo obliged to 
ſee, as far as is poſſible and in them lies, 
that their Vicar or Curate's Stipend, be aug- 
mented ſo, as that he may have Encourage- 


ment to reſide, and that for want of his Re- 
fidence, no Part of Divine Service be at 
Ry LN wangng. ( 


And they that are rich amongſt the Clere 
gy; even though they are not made fo, 
by the Revenues of the Church; (let me 
ſay it without Envy, as I do it with all Sub- 


miſſion) 
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But what if there be ſome rich Prieſts 
and Levites, that can fee their poor Brother 
have need, and paſs by him without any 
Concern on the other Side; yet then the 
good Samaritan will not have the leſs, but 
the more Compaſſion on him, and rake the 
greater Care of him, 45 | 

Yet it may not be ſaid that the Caſe 
of the Lay Impropriator, and the appro- 
priating Clergyman is the ſame, and they 
both under the ſame Obligation to make 
any Reſtitution, and to augment poor Liv- 


Ings. 


Since, in the Caſe of the latter, there 
is no ſuch Alienation; Tithes were given, 
before Parochial Diſtricts were determined; 


and they were originally given to the Bi- 


ſhop and his Clergy, to be by him diſtri- 
buted to them in due Seaſon. 
Whilſt therefore he gives them to his 


Children, not to Strangers, Is not the origi- 


that they hold theſe Things by Examples 


nal Defign of their Inſtitution anſwered? 
And does there ſeem ſo much room for Scru- 
ple and Objection? 

Sir Harry Spelman (*) himſelf, ſeems to 
favour this Opinion: © Happily, ſays he, 
„Lay Approprietaries comfort themſelves, 


of 
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« of Colleges, Deans and Chapters, Biſhops | 
« of the Land, &c. Before I ſpeak to this 
« Point, I take it by Proteſtation, that I 
« have no Heart to make any Apology for 
& jt, For | with that every Man might 
« drink the Water of his own Well, eat the | 
Milk of his own Flock, and live by the f 


Fruit of his own Vineyard. I mean, that 
i « every Member might attract no ether Nu- 
/ e triment, but that which is proper to it 
> &« ſelf : Yet are they greatly deceived, that 


« draw any Juice of Encouragement from | 
N 


* 


theſe Examples; for all theſe are either 
2 « the Seminaries of the Church, or the | 
„ Husbandmen of the Church, or the Fa- j 
« thers, and Nurſes of the Church; all de 1 
5 « Familia Eccleſiæ, and conſequently be- i 
0 & Jong to the Care of the Church, and 
ougnt therefore to be ſuſtained by it.“ | 


. But ſtill, are not they allo obliged to | 


) ſee, as far as is poſſible and in them lies, 
hs that their Vicar or Curate's Stipend, be aug- 

mented ſo, as that he may have Encourage- 
0 ment to reſide, and that for want of his Re- 
J ſidence, no Part of Divine Service be at 
; - any Lime wanting, 


And they that are rich amongſt the Clere 
gy; even though they are not made fo, 
by the Revenues of the Church; (let me 
ſay it without Envy, as I do it with all Sub- 


miſſion) 
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miſſion) ſhould gladly embrace any Op- 
portunity that 1s offered, of augmenting 
the Maintenance of their poor Brethren: 
That they, who have obtained Part of the 
ſame Miniſtry with themſelves, and are 
equally Prieſts of the moſt high God, may 
not even want Food convenient for them; 
and their Seed after them be reduced to the 
Neceſſity of begging their Bread. - 

But here again, I chooſe to expreſs my 
ſelf in the Words of another (#) with a 
little Variation, rather than in my own. 


There are, indeed, many excellent In- 
© ftitutions of Charity lately ſet up, and 
« which have met with, and deſerve to 
« meet with all manner of Encouragement 
“from the Clergy: But give me Leave 
«* to ſay, that whilſt ſo many of our poor 
“ Brethren are fo meanly provided for, 
the Eyes of the Clergy ſhould chiefly be 
ce turned on thoſe Objects; and the greateſt 
“ Share of their Charity, ſhould flow in 
* this Channel. ?Tis determined by the 
* great Preacher of Charity, that Dome- 
© ſtick Inſtances of Beneficence ſhould take 
„Place of thoſe that are Foreign, as we 
* have Opportunity, (ſays he) let 1. 0 

5 * Good 


4 (*) Biſhop Arterhury's Sermon before the Son of the 
Jon, OY | 


CST 
& Good unto all Men, eſpecially unto them 
that are of the Houſhold of Faith: And 
ſtill more eſpecially unto thoſe, that are 
made Rulers together, with them, in this 


Houſhold. 


« And again, in thoſe emphatical Words, 
6 if any provide not for his own, eſpecially 


“ for thoſe of his own Houſhold (the 


„ Words are i/:&, and f.,, and ſignifie 
« ſuch, as have an immediate Relation to 
« us, or Dependance upon us:) he hath de- 
« ny d the Faith, and is worſe than an In- 
&« fidel. An heavy Charge, but a true one. 
« For Infidels always walked by this Rule ; 


« and according as Men ſtood, more or leſs 


4 nearly related to them, by natural or po- 
« litical Ties, made them more or leſs the 
Objects of their Compaſſion and Bounty: 
« And thus therefore ſpeaks a wiſe Hea- 
« then (), optime ſocietas Hominum con- 
« junttioq, ſervabitur, fi, ut quiſq, erit 
e conjunctiſſimus, ita in eum Benignitatis 
© plurimum conferetur. "Ig 

« There is a Mixture of Charity and 
« Tuſtice in this Proceeding ; and the one 
& of theſe ſerves to heighten and beautify 
. the other. eb a | 
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Let us then govern our charitable 
e Diſtributions by this Pattern, which 
Nature hath ſet us, and Religion hath 
« ſtill more ſtrongly obliged us to imitate. 

« So will this moſt excellent Charity, 
4 make larger and quicker Advances, than 
“ it hath hitherto done; ſo will it recom- 
4 mend it ſelf to others, who are not of 
e our Body, and who, how well ſoever 
e diſpoſed they may be to our Order, do 
not think they are concerned to take 


* more Care of us, than we take of our 
© ſelves. . Oy 
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